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Fig.2: Submarine topography by SEABAT measured (A) and compiJed topography oe 

Yonaguni Submarine Pyramid (B). Ar: Arakawa-bana Cape, Y: Yonaguni Submarine 

Pyramid, SI: South PyraDlid 1, S2: South Pyramid 2, and E: East Pyramid. 
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Füg.4: Correlatäon ofYonagamn §ubmarüne PYll"amid with Sinmi Castle gusuku (top). Gate of 

tbe Pyramid Roolks like aJrch gate of a gusuku. 
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A 

B 

Fig.5. A: Upper terrace ofYonaguni Pyramid. A fan-shaped pool, similar to the artificial 


spring in the gusuki pyramid. B: Large holes, possibly man-used, at pool side. 


Photos by K. Shindo. 
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Now that there are only thei r stone walls 

remaining most gusuku look like a sort of a 

pyramid. 

Terrace formation 

It i difficult to explain the formation process 

of the shape of terrace by natura l forces. 

The rock layers composing Yonaguni 

Pyramid (Iseki Point) today are inclined 

10-12 degrees southeast, and it is possible 

tbat tidal currents and wave action pulled 

them apart, and they slipped southward with 

the help of gravity. However, there are also 

terrace-like formations on the west and east, 

and north (figs. 3). Thes are d ifficu lt to be 

explained away by nature and gravity. 

At the upper terrace of Iseki Point, there is a 

formation that looks Iike a fan-shaped pool, 

already mentioned (figs. 5-A). Its walls are 

2 m high, and for some parts they are 

perpendicular and other parts not. For a 

feature of this shape, where there IS no 

domino-like sliding down the slope of gravity 

by the surrounding walls, the handiwork of 

man offers the most sensible explanation for 

its appearance. 

It rises nearly perpendicuJar a11 the way from 

25 01 underwater to within a few meters of 

the wat r 's surface. A natural explanation 

would require that the same force has been 

exerted equally a11 the way up and down and 

around, but the distributional pattern of 

natural forces to cut the wall varies from tbe 

shallow to the deep. 1n other words, it 

shows signs of having been worked on by 

human beings us ing stone too ls. 

No rock fragments can be found at the foot of 

Iseki Point. Next, we checked the deepest 

point around lseki Point to look fo r fallen 

rock, rock that would have been peeled off 

and dropped into the abyss by natural forces. 

But there was not any. Instead of fragments 

and eroded debris, the area at the foot of the 

structure, some 25 m deep, looked cleanly 

swept (figs. 6 and 7). 

Construction wor ks 

Road : lt is very sign ifi cant that there is a 

space that looks li ke a road, and tl1at it 

surrounds Iseki Point (fig. 6). The road is 

curved along the western corner of the Point 

at the same width of about 6 m. It is very 

unlikely that this road was formed natu rally, 

since the surface of the road is clear and there 

are no rock fragments from the pyramid on 

the road, as there would be if it was the 

prod uct of erosion . A road surrounding the 

structure strongly indicates that human 

beings made the structure, because any 
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Fig.6: Plane photo of the road southwest to the pyramid (rigbt). Tbere are 00 rock fragments 

faUen to tbe terraces on tbe loop road (ceotre oftbe figure) surrouoding tbe pyramid. 

Numerals are named for eacb, giant rock fragment in order to measurement. 

14 



Migration & Difjufion, VoL2, Iffue N umber 8, 2001 

front view f the retaining wall 

A 

road 
- base rock 

Sm 
coUalJsed in 1994 

'\ 

south pyramidYonaguni Pyramid 
• L _t~ol marks 

-15 

~ 
B 

--25_ 

-I 

retaining wall 

tool marks 

o 10 30 m20 

Fig.7: C ross seetion showing a road, drainage canal and retaining stone wall. 
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Fig.8:Tool marks for cutting the stone wall at the upper terrace of, !seid Poi nt (wbite arrows 

in A and B). Tool marks driven with edge on the Sekihi (stone monument) Site off 

Tachigami-iwa. 
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A B 

tool fram Taiwan taol fram Yanaguni 

c 

Sem taol from Yanaguni 

Fig.9: Stone tools recovered from tbe Yonaguni Submarine Pyramid and its vicinity. 

A: Hand ax in Taiwan. B: Adze from tbe Yonaguni Submarine Pyramid in 15m deep. 

C: Stone ax recovered from tbe vicinity of tbe submarine Pyramid in 10m deep. 
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Fig.l0: A stone tablet carving some symbols, retrieved a soutItern foot of the Yonaguni 


Submarine Pyramid at the depth of23 meters in December of 1998. 
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Fig.ll: A relief of a four-Ieged animal wild boar? 

to get a side view, it is clear that the raised 

animal shape does not arise from natural 

fracture I ines inherent to tbe stone. The 

reliefbegins mid-Iayer. 

Rock art monument 

Two big animals estimated as turt/es are 

carved in relief on the underwater bed rock at 

the upper terrace of Yonaguni Pyramid (fig. 

2). 

Also, a submarine statue looking like a 

"Moai" in Easter Island is found 1.5 km east 

of Yonaguni Pyramid near Tachigami-iwa 

(fig. 12). It stands on the sea floor about 15 

m deep. It is a standing cülumn of rock 1 

km to the east from Yonaguni Pyramid and 

c\ose to the shore. It is about 8 m in height 

and looks so much Lik a human figure that it 

has been called Tachigami-iwa, a loeal name 

meaning "the God who stands up". At its 

feet, under the water, is about 8 m high rock 

reminiscent of"Moai statue" in Easter Island. 
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Fig.12: A moai-like rock; Eyes witb c1early-carved eyeballs bint at man-made origin. 

Pboto by T. Hiraki. 
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