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by 
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Summary 

Tbere were several waves of migrations from tbe Old World to tbe New since over 10,000 
years ago, and also continued later. It is now generally accepted tbat tbe peoples wbo went 
tbere were from Soutb Asian region like Polynesia, Cbina, Malay and sbouId have been from 
India as weil. Tbe Mayas are credited witb awesome knowledge of and 
matbematics including tbe concept of zero. Tbis is widely tbat tbe of 

were tbe first in tbe world to devise numerals including zero. Tbeir metbods of 
date back to tbe fourteentb century BC and bad been constantly updated. As 

sucb, it strongly suggests tbat Indians bad also migrated to Central and Soutb Anlcricas at 
some point of time. RotII civilizations bave several otber comolon cbaracteristics, customs 

*'P1'Bi."..", beliefs and symbols. 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS made a 
when on landing in HispanioJa in 

he took that land to be Indies. But he 
proved prophetie when he named the 
inhabitants he found there as Indians beeause 
it is quite that India at 
some point of time did migrate to those parts 
of the world. Sinee then the appellation has 
stuck on and for many visitors to that region, 
the 'Indians', with their exotie art and 

and rituals, way of 
appear to be far more interesting than the 
westerners who go round like anywhere else. 
These 'Indians' it has now eome to light, 

to parts thousands years 
aga from the Old World. In recent past, 

have made literally to 

up their examine and analyse their 
rfp1t",..,'t" and fathom their faiths and beliefs. 

first landing plaee appears to be 
where they might have 

migrated to Peru, Gautemala, Bolivia, BeJize, 
down to eentral Chile and other areas. The 
question about the original horne of the 

is still and under diseussion. 
The tools being employed to discover the 
truth are the arehaeologists' axe, 
anthropologieal studies, analysis of physieal 

religious symbols and eultural 
mores. 

Most of the are the that 

'Indians' came from South East 


some say North-West Asia. (1) Sir Robert 


20 



3, 11, 




1" 

22 



& Val. ImJe NJimber 11, 2002 

horne original immigrants many places 
have been mentioned "the islands, 
Malaya, but not 
India. If any 
compare the Mexican and Mayan 
civilizations as exist - and what 
has excavated with the 
architecture, signs and of India, they 

have struck a mille the 
analysis would have been most and 

But the general run of western 
scholars, India does not exist. 

We shaJl try to fill that gap analyse some 
of outstanding features of American 
Indian civilizations with reference to Indian 
artefacts. The habitation of these 
'Indians' 1S scattered with the so-ca lied 
pyram ids. By now it has confrrmed that 

have no connection whatsoever the 
of Egypt. In our view it 1S 

totally mis!eading to ca!1 them 'pyramids' . 
Actually are 
to observe the phases 
moon as found in the stone observatories of 

As late as the century, 
Maharaja Jai Singh Jaipur (Rajasthan) 
set up observatories based on 
treatises on astronomy at places like New 

Uijaio and Jaipur. The frrst systematic 
book on Hindu astronomy was by 
Maharsi (great Lagadha between 1400 
and 1 BC 1410 BC; 
Whitney, 1338 BC; Max Muller, about 
300 BC). work, Vedänga also 
carries a chapter on astronomieal 

highest eonstruction at 
Uxmal, Yueatan, Mexieo, amusingly 
"House of the (20) is like Brhat 
Samrat 
Dials. It is an 

minutes as weIl as in degrees and 
edge the gnomon 
with two seal es of 
thus with 

INSTRUMENTS ean be at 
Jantar Mantar on Parliament Street, New 
Delhi. Figure J is in New Figure 6 in 

are so 
simiJar so apart a few thousand km. 
away in space and more 2000 years or 

in time. Figure 2 at Jantar Mantar 
four a) 

the cent re 
p[aces in 
Pacific '-/"-'....alll. 

c) 
and d) 

wall indicating entry of Sun in 
Figure 3 is another variety 
'pyramid' actually another instrument 

showing of the on the 
white curved wall. Only Wright a faint 
echo of this instrument, and the 
general the so-called pyramids, 
when of the pyramids in 
centre show 111 their 
eonstruetion a relationship to the time 

their (21) By 
observing phases the sun 

moon and compiling that over years, 
the worked out accurate length of a 
tropical year as .24 days and of a 
month as 29.52 days. fol1owed the 

calendar year, or 19 
18 of 20 I 

closmg month 5 days 
365 (22) (for details see Morley 
pp.265-76). Morley is of the view that the 

chronological 
compnsmg and "was the work 

mind, possibly 
(23) This 
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Figure 1: Astronomical Instrument at Jantar Mantar 
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Figure 2: Astronomical Instrument at Jantar Mantar 

Figure 3: Aslrooomical Instrument at Jantar Mantar 
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been discovered. However, it is said that 
Mayas had the 
movements ofthe heavenly bodies, ability to 
predict eclipses, the appearances and 
disappearances of Venus from the eastern 
and western (24) Wright also testifies 
to the astounding knowledge of Mayas 

including use of zero" 
and astronomy. Did they develop this 
knowledge independently or obtained it from 
elsewhere? 

IN INDIA the composition of ~'''L~~~~~ 
was followed by the 

or treatises on astronomy and 
mathematics, initially treated as a common 
subject. Of these, five Siddhantas are 
valuable among which is the 
most important. It mentions methods of 
calculating 
planetary motions of the sun and the moon 

with the 
Indians were the first in the world to devise 
numerals and the concept of zero  ===.J._'"C: 

as weil as the decimal system. 
Halsted the vital 
zero. He says: importance of the 
creation of the zero can never 
exaggerated. This to airy nothing not 

a habitation and a name, a 
picture, a symbol, but helpful power, 1S the 

of the Hindu race from whence 
it sprang ." (quoted in History Hindu 
Mathematics by B. Datta and A.N. Singh, 
193 Morley also points out " ... .that 
positional mathematics and the conception 
zero which it involves had been developed 
but once in human namely by the 
Hindus who devised the decimal notation 
with its accompanying 
aboutthe century 
(26) In our opinion the invention of 
numerals and zero by was much 

Aryabhatta 1, the most celebrated 
astronomer and mathematician India, was 
born In 476 AD and his 
=-=.o-==::..:::...L-= was composed in 500 AD. He 
gave a point to the study of 
astronomy by applying his own fonnulae of 

26 

mathematics for solving astronomicaJ 
He also invented and 

solutions of quadratic 
equations and the pulveriser. 
Indians have an unbroken tradition in the 
study of and astronomy since 
the fifteenth century BC. 

of God Zoömorph from 
cou!d pass as a 

perfect copy of an Indian God. Actually he is 
the of the 

Incarnation) of Lord Visnu. The 
posture is typically Indian, so is 

- except for the local variation 
eyes and artlstlc 

embellishments, especially of the crown 
reflecting the of Amaravati of 
India (Figure 4). The of the lady of 

is for 
linear rhythm, the Indian nose-ring along 

other ornaments and an 
reminding us of the hair style of 

depicted in She could 
pass on as a lady of an elite Indian family. 
As in India, the American Indians have a 
pantheon of and There is a 

com-god and 
child-birth and weaving

Ixchel, Itzamna, head of the Maya 
Pantheon (see Morley, Plate 29). There are 
many common the civilizations of 
India and those of Maya, Toltec etc. 

the motif of for 
which pops up everywhere m these 

and has been 
Egyptian and Indian mythology. 

WE MA Y MENTION a minor point which 
like a flash lightning throws I1ght on the 

Indians to Americas. The 
magnificent valley of Mexico was earlier 
surrounded by with game and 
"by of maize and cotton". (27) Where 
did cotton come from ? Ragozin asselt that 
cotton plant in ancient times was found only 
in India. (28) asserts that "cotton is 
native in India and woven into cloth by the 
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Figure 5: The Lady ofthe Leyden PIate; 
a carved Jade pendant; the earliest dated 

known object from Maya area 
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Figure 6: House oftbe Magician, UxmaJ, Yucatan, Mexico 
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pattern. At a find may throw on 
way then lived; at others the labour 

may end up in nothing. But the 'Indian' 
available at hand is a much more reliable 
material. Help hirn if possible but not 

rneddle with the way he lives 
and do not try to 'civilize' hirn. do not 

hirn as barbarian and his 
of art which he adores but to you are 

unintelligible. Observe his his 
dress designs, his symbols and idols and the 
type of temples where he worships. Some of 

these to open the 
doors subconscious. Some 
psychologists even 
hypnotisrn. Establish empathy with hirn, 
delve mind and try to 
the 'collective unconscious' as 

it his race. Methods like 
might turn out to be more rewarding to find 
out migrations to the Central 
South American countries. 
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