
DISCOVERY OF THE ISLANDS IN THE OCEAN 
(Caim T, Loughcrew, Co. Meath, Ireland, c.3200 BC) 

Dr. R.M. de Jonge ©, drsnndejonge@hotmail.com 
J.S. Wakefield ©, jayswakefield@yahoo.com 

Summary 
The petroglyphs on the endstone C8 of the passage grave of Caim T in 
Loughcrew, Co. Meath~ Irelan~ dated c.3200 BC, tell the story of the 
discovery of the islands in the North Atlantic Ocean: Canary Islands c.5700 
BC, Shetland Islands c.5500 BC, Cape Verde Islands c.4600 BC, Madeira 
c.4200 BC, Rockall c.4100 BC, Azores c.3600 BC, Faroes and Iceland 
c.3400 BC, Cape Holm (Greenland) c.3300 BC, and S and SW Capes of 
Greenland c.3200 BC. 

Introduction 
The complex of Loughcrew is located near the Boyne River, west of New
grange, Ireland, about 60km from the east coast. Tbis "megalithic cemetery" 
consists of many graves, which are situated inside caims, on three grassy 
hilltops now being grazed by cows and sheep (Refs.1-5). 

The most important passage grave is in Caim T, on top of the highest hill of 
Loughcrew. TIIe cairn, including the passage grave, is oriented to the west. 
The westernmost chamber will be the most important one, and witllln this 
chamber the westemmost stone. In accord with this statement, the endstone 
C8 has been engraved in a surprisingly beautiful fashion (Fig.l). 

This is a story in ideograms, a quantitative picture writing, actua1ly the oldest 
written Iristory on Earth. It is the story of the attempts to reach the other side of 
the worl~ that is to cross the Ocean (c.3200 BC). These images are a unique 
form of picture writing, and are the most beautiful megalithic petroglyphs of 
tbe British !sles. We consider them the second best in Europe, after the 
petroglyphs ofDissignac, Brittany, France (Refs.6-11). 

As in many other examples of cave and stone art, the natural shape of the 
stone has been used as part of the work, the surface of the stone being an 
endless sea that is now called tbe North Atlantic Ocean. As drawn in detail in 
Fig.l, note the coast of Europe on the right, Greenland in the nort~ and the 
other, unknown side of the Ocean on the left. The proof of the story lies in tbe 
inscriptions themselves. Each figure represents a number. By adding the 
numbers, tbe actual and true degrees of latitude of the discovered land-points 
are obtained, and all in historical order! 
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Later, we discovered from the Canary Islands (B), the two Ln""n~"" 

stars). 

Finally, we discovered from the Orkney's (1) at 59°N 

like the Azores (H and I) in the middle of the Ocean (L resembles H 

easiest way. 

up (p, the liftle man)." 
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Fig.l Stone C8 from our book Rocks & Rows, Sailing Routes across the 
Atlantic and the Copper Trade (Ref.7). 

Dating 
Fig.l also provides the dates of the discoveries, because each important glyph 



small. 

............~.M -..u";"'U<J.,,,'-' to Iceland was equal to the one to 


(I) were discovered, c.3600 

mentioned discovery dates have an accuracy 

up their attemp1ts to cross the Ocean 



(Refs.6-19). 



Date lable: The D iscovery of the Islands of the A tlantic O cean 
(Stone C8, Cairn T, Lougherew, Ireland, e.3200 BC) 

kind of numberof eorrespon eorrespon· island or date of comment 
ding ding 

time glyphs time number of geographie loeation discovery 
glyphs years glyph 

·00'" 2.5 +250 JM Jarl Mayen c.2950 BC carved 250 years 
laler 

P&O relerence reference P&O S 8. SWCapes c.3200 BC dateaf the 
of Greenland monument 

M -100 M Cape Holm, c.3300 BC 
Greenland 

L 1 -1 00 L lceland c .3400 BC 

K ·100 K Faroes c.3500 BC 

-1 00 (West) Azores c.3600 BC 

J,G",H,E, 5 ·500 G" Rockall c.4100 BC 
and F or G 

Gor F · 100 E and Madeira and c.4200 BC 
F Porto Santo 

D,B,A,C 4 -400 C Cape Verde c.4600 BC 
Islands 

C Bissagos Islands 

(Z',ZJ [2) (-200] [Z] [Selvagens Islels) [c.4800 BC) carved later 

A,B,C,D,G.H, 9 -900 J' Shetlands c.5500 BC large glyphs 
I,L,M G'b SI. Kilda 

K,P 2 -200 B Cananes c.5700 BC smalter glyphs 
G Scilly Isles 
G' Outer Hebndes 

E,F,G",J 4 400 Orkneys c.6 00 BC smal est glyphs 

all 15 -1500 J'/Ga !sIe of a c 7600 BC 
Ireoand 

A,B,C,D,G,H. 9 -900 J' /G E c 8500 BC large glyphs 
I,L,M ScoUand 

Fig.2 Date Iable from OUf book Rocks & Rows, Sailing Routes across the 
Atlantic and the Copper Irade (Ref.7), 



0-500-39023-1 ). 
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